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74. L. 4. Midwinter Conference Report 


The midwinter conference of the 
American Library Association was 
held at the Edgewater Beach Hotel 
in Chicago on January 28 - Feb- 
ruary 1, with Ralph R. Shaw of 
Rutgers University Library School, 
New Jersey, presiding. Because of 
ALA’S reorganization almost every 
section and division was concern- 
ed with constitutional revision and 
future status. Implementation was 
a word heard frequently in and out- 
side business sessions. 

Two important issues came up in 
Council, requiring a vote of mem- 
bers. One concerned the Committee 
on Organization. It was decided 
that a new committee be appointed 
to better implement the entire re- 
organization of ALA. It was also 
voted that the summer conference 
be held in Montreal in 1960 even 
though it will cost ALA $20,000. 

In addition to two Council meet- 
ings and one general membership 
meeting, there were about one hun- 
dred and fifty business sessions of 
ALA divisions, sections, boards, 
committees and round tables. 

The American Association of 
School Librarians had two meet- 
ings, that of the State Assembly 
and a general business meeting. 
The AASL State Assembly, con- 
sisting of all state presidents of 
school library associations, met for 
its regular meeting. This was con- 
cerned with how it could better 
function in its advisory capacity to 
help the AASL Board of Directors 
with plans and suggestions to im- 


prove our division. The Chairman 
of State Assembly is elected from 
the group at Midwinter. Lyle 
Evans, of Canada, was elected this 
year and had the difficult task of 
conducting a meeting where few 
members of the Assembly knew 
each other. There can be no pre- 
pared agenda because of continu- 
ally changing membership. After 
considerable discussion and helpful 
suggestions from non-members of 
State Assembly, who had heard 
these same discussions in previous 
years, it was decided to select a 
committee to consider and study 
the whole problem. This newly ap- 
pointed committee will report at 
the Kansas City meeting. 

The evening business meeting of 
AASL heard the many committee 
reports. The division president, 
Dr. Lillian L. Batchelor, of Phila- 
delphia, presided. We were privi- 
leged to see a fine film, A Carpet 
Under Every Classroom, which de- 
scribes good school library service, 
based on that of a school in Man- 
hasset, L. I. The film can be pur- 
chased for $100. 

At the open meeting of the 
school library supervisors there 
was lively discussion on several 
topics; the need for elementary 
school librarians who are properly 
trained to give the kind of service 
needed at that level. Some spoke to 
the point of the library as a ma- 
terial’s center; that many super- 
visors want this type of library but 
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President’s “Patter” 


Your president’s extra time (if 
there is such a thing as extra time 
in the life of any school librarian) 
has been devoted partly to the se- 
curing of committee members to 
further the work of the Associa- 
tion. It is an “eye-opener” to one 
new in this position to discover the 
great amount of time which goes 
into a very feeble attempt to exe- 
cute some of the matters relevant 
to a successfully functioning or- 
ganization. It has been most en- 
couraging, though, to have such 
willing agreement on the part of 
the membership to serve in various 
capacities. 

In the columns of this issue of 
the Bulletin will be found the list- 
ing of the committees as they now 
stand. If you, as a member of O. A. 
S. L., have suggestions which may 
help the committees, please send 
the same to the respective chair- 
men. I know your ideas will be 
most welcome. 

The place chosen for our annual 
conference on October 25-26 in Co- 
lumbus is the Lincoln Lodge which 
is located approximately eight 
miles from the center of the city 
on Route 40, west. The luxurious 
hotel facilities include ample park- 
ing space for as many as 300 auto- 
mobiles. The Lodge carries an ear- 
ly American atmosphere and pro- 
vides ample space for all our pur- 
poses. Special rates have been as- 








sured by the management so that 
the same will not exceed rates paid 
to downtown hotels. 

Those of us who enjoyed Nancy 
Larrick so much during our 1956 
meeting in Dayton will be interest- 
ed in the publication, Better Read- 
ers for Our Times edited by her 
and William S. Gray. This is a 
compilation of the talks and dis- 
cussions of the 1956 conference of 
the International Reading Asso- 
ciation. The purpose of this group 
is to further the improvement of 
reading at all school levels. This, 
too, is an objective of the work of 
school librarians so the publication 
will prove valuable to us. It may 
be purchased from Scholastic Ma- 
gazines, 33 West 42nd Street, New 
York 36, at the price of $2.00. 

Nancy Larrick has another pub- 
lication underway. It is to be titled 
Your Child and His Reading; How 
Parents May Help and published 
by Doubleday. 

The third volume of the excel- 
lent Language Arts Curriculum 
Series prepared by the National 
Council of Teachers of English has 
reached some of you. If you have 
not seen the third volume which is 
The English Language Arts in the 
Secondary School you will certain- 
ly want to. It is published by Ap- 
pleton-Century-Crofts and sells at 
$4.00. 

Now available from this same 
publisher is the first title in a series 
of monographs which the publish- 
er calls “Current Problems in Edu- 
cation.” This one is titled Improv- 
ing Reading in the Junior High 
School and was written by Ste- 
wart, Heller and Alberty. Some of 
you heard Jane Stewart at the Fri- 
day morning session in Dayton tell 
a little about this experiment. The 
monograph is ninety-five cents. 

Be on the lookout for the release 
of the book, Your Children Want 
to Read, which has been written 
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by Ruth Tooze and is announced 
as coming from the press of Pren- 
tice-Hall in February. While this 
is addressed primarily to parents 
yet those of us who have found so 
helpful Literature and Music as 
Resources for the Social Studies by 
Tooze and Krone will want this 
one. 

Of course, you have secured that 
excellent booklist, Books for the 
Teen-Age, 1957. If not, then hastily 
send twenty-five cents to The New 
York Public Library and geta 
copy. 

This talk with you through the 
pages of the Bulletin should have 
been called “random” jottings or 
“raving on” for that is what it 
seems to me. But however random, 
it carries my deep gratitude to all 
for help given me in the capacity 
in which I am now serving. 





CARE. Cinseitiies 


1956 - 1957 
Budget 
Margaret Steindorf, Chairman 
Oakwood High School, Dayton 
Elnora Portteus, 
Donnell Junior High School, 
Findlay 
Frances Dye, 
High School, Lockland 
Frieda Heller, 
Ohio State University School, 
Columbus 
By-Laws 
Mary Patton, Chairman 
Public Schools, Cuyahoga Falls, 
Allen Oakum, 
Theodore Roosevelt High School, 
Kent 
Kathryn Sexauer, 
Buchtel High School, Akron 


Conference Schedule 
Marie Stowe Swope, Chairman 
Senior High School, Springfield 
Jean McCuskey, 
McKinley High School, Canton 


Mary Boland, 
Hughes High School, Cincinnati 
Elementary Libraries 
Gertrude Linnenbruegge, Chr. 
Ohio University, Athens 
Ruth Steinhauer, 
Barringer Elementary School, 
Columbus 
Jane Herring, 
Public Schools, Columbus 


Exhibits 
Gertrude Wright, Chairman 
Central High School, Columbus 
Laurel Leffler, 
Boulevard & Onaway Schools, 
Shaker Heights 
Walter Lund, 
Central High School, Cincinnati 


Membership 
Ruth Busseer, Chairman 
Van Buren Junior High School, 
Kettering 
Miriam Wilson, 
Fairmont High School, Dayton 
Mable Funderberg, 
Butler High School, Vandalia 
Nominating 
Mildred Krohn, Chairman 
Public Schools, Shaker Hts. 
Catherine Futhey, 
High School, Dover 
Katherine Roy 
East High School, Columbus 
Mildred Barrett, 
Colonel White High School, 
Dayton 
Constance Logue, 
Western Hills High School, 
Cincinnati 
Publicity 
Edna Baker, Chairman 
Elementary Schools, Avon Lake 
Recruitment 
Love Clark, Chairman 
William McGuffey School, 
Oxford 
Polly Lynd, 
Hughes High School, Cincinnati 
Martha Galloway, 
Maryland Elementary School, 
Bexley 
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Research 
Edwin Strohecker, Chairman 
Kent State University, Kent 
John Goudeau, 
Kent State University, Kent 
Lois Craig, : 
Liberty Union School, Baltimore 
Scholarship 
Geneva Travis, Chairman 
Kent State University, Kent 
Geneva White, 
Franklin Junior High School, 
Columbus 
Mildren Krohn, 
Public Schools, Shaker Heights 
Margaret Rehring, 
Public Schools, Cincinnati 
Helen Hunt, 
Western Reserve University 
Cleveland 
State Legislation 
Reba Boomershine, Chairman 
Roosevelt High School, Dayton 
John Creager, 
South High School, Youngstown 
Student Assistants Advisory 
Janie Gooch, Chairman 
Belmont High School, Dayton 
Geneva Ducro, 
Public Schools, Mentor 
Mary Ann Wiseman, 
Dominion Junior High School, 
Columbus 
Patricia Armstrong, 
High School, Rocky River 





News Release 


What: Ohio Student Librarians 
Association Spring Conference. 

When: Saturday, April 27. 

Where: Western Reserve Uni- 
versity, Cleveland in the beautiful 
Severance Hall - East Blvd., and 
Euclid Avenue. 

Special Attractions: 

1. Speaker will be Miss Helen 
Ferris, popular and nationally 
known editor of books for young 
people. 

2. Recreational group singing 
will be led by Miss Margaret Mulac 


and Miss Marjorie Holmes - “real 
live authors.” 

3. Surprise entertainment at 
lunch. 

4. Luncheon on Campus. 

5. Tour of newly opened student 
union. 


Added Features: 


1. Everyone enjoys seeing post- 
ers, unusual displays or clever pub- 
licity ideas. Please select your best 
ones now and let us know the type 
of space to reserve for you. 

2. Ten lively discussion groups - 
you asked for these. Last year’s 
questionnaires showed discussion 
groups were your top favorites. 
Will you lead or conduct a panel 
on any of the following - volunteer 
or be prepared to be drafted? 


a. How does your student staff 
streamline its routine? 

b. Library clubs in action. 

c. TV and books - partners? 

d. Familiar favorites in books. 

Discussion groups about: 

a. Publicity in school libraries. 

b. Librarianship 

c. If you were a publisher 

d. Book mending 

e. Automation 

f. Distinguished adult books for 
young people. 

’ Next year’s new officers: 

Please send names, year in 
school, and qualifications of your 
candidates for each of the follow- 
ing offices: vice president, secre- 
tary, treasurer, and_ publicity 
chairman - not more than one for 
each office. 

Deadline: Please send the follow- 
ing information at once. 

1. Discussion leadership 

2. Candidates for offices 

3. Exhibits to be shared 

To: Miss Pat Zornow, Vice presi- 
dent of OSLA; Berea High School 
Library; Berea, Ohio. 

Linda Roth, 
Publicity Chairman 
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Expanding Horizons 


On the opening of the newly re- 
modeled Fitch High School Li- 
brary, at Austintown, Mahoning 
County, Oct. 5, Marcus McEvoy, 
Superintendent of Austintown 
schools, said: “The library is one 
of the most important tools in any 
educational system. Students and 
teachers alike can use it to the ut- 
most advantage in their work. We 
are very proud of our new library 
and trust that everyone will use it 
and enjoy it.” 

As students entered the library 
for the first time since its remodel- 
ing, the soft color of the light birch 
wood furniture and the attractive 
mint green walls came to their at- 
tention. For those who wanted to 
catch up on their reading, the five 
red leather easy chairs assembled 
in a semi-circular position around 
a low table looked inviting. 

The side wall, directly opposite 
the windows, is lined with adjust- 
able book shelves, one section of 
which will be used for reference 
books alone. At one end is the li- 
brarian’s charging desk and at the 
opposite end are the bookcases 
which are used for fiction and ma- 
gazine racks. 

The library, which accommo- 
dates approximately fifty people, 
is also equipped with a six foot 
bulletin board, a filing cabinet, two 
unabridged dictionary stands, one 
atlas stand and a display case 
which will contain books from the 
library and projects from classes. 

Mrs. Ada Prosser, Fitch school 
librarian, plans to bring each Eng- 
lish class into the library and in- 
struct the students in the use of 
the library and its materials. 

In the rooms next to the library 
are an audio-visual library and an 
office workroom for the librarian. 
The shelving and furniture in this 
room match that in the library. 


The Theodore Roosevelt Junior 
High School Library, Zanesville, 
Ohio, has recently been enlarged. 
By combining two rooms the li- 
brary has more than doubled its 
seating capacity so that it will now 
accommodate eighty students. Ad- 
ditional chairs, tables, and special 
cases have been acquired. A floor 
covering and more shelving are to 
be added in the near future. Miss 
Vera E. Conn is the librarian. 





Kenton Has Four New Elemen- 
tary School Libraries since three 
new elementary schools and one 
addition to an already existing ele- 
mentary school were dedicated 
November 11, 1956. These are call- 
ed “Home Schools” because of 
their geographical location near 
the homes of the children, and also 
because of their “homey”, attrac- 
tive, and informal design. 

These well-lighted, flat, modern 
style schools are located, one in 
each end of Kenton, as the names 
indicate: Northwood, Eastcrest, 
Westview and Espy (the already 
existing elementary building) to 
which a modern section was added. 

One of the nice things about 
these new buildings is that each 
one has its own pretty new library 
room, and since January 1957 
these new libraries have been 
screaming (figuratively) to swing 
into line and play their part in the 
scheme of education. 

All is ready in the shining new 
libraries, since soft draperies hang 
at the picture windows, furniture 
suited to “small fry” is in its place, 
and shelving is on its way, but 
where are the books? As for the 
Books; librarians and elementary 
teaching staff have been hard at 
work for months on book orders 
and library collections. 

Miss Rose Horn, who for the 
past five years has been librarian 
for the Kenton High School and 
for the Ellis Junior High, has as- 
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sumed the duty of purchasing and 
processing the basic book collec- 
tions for the elementary libraries 
and of setting up the organization 
of them. Working closely with her 
in this task are the School Admin- 
istration, the Hardin County Lib- 
rary Board and Librarians, and the 
elementary teaching staff. The 
Hardin County Library, through 
the Bookmobile, has been supply- 
ing collections of books to the class 
rooms since November. All groups 
are co-ordinating efforts so that 
the children in the elementary 
schools may receive the most ade- 
quate service. 





There are those of us who can 
appreciate trying to house a library 
collection of 5000 books, magazines 
and pamphlets, and serve a student 
body of 550 in a room only 483 
square feet, with a maximum seat- 
ing capacity for 20. Such was the 
case at Wyoming High School, 
Wyoming, Ohio, until last fall when 
they moved into their attractive 
new library. 





They are not “new from scratch” 
as theirs is a converted situation 
which did come to pass sooner than 
had been “in the books”, due to the 
malady (a blessing for them), 
growing pains, common to many 
school systems these days. 

A charming kindergarten room 
with its open fireplace, double 
classroom size, and no longer need- 
ed for that purpose, was ideal in 
most respects for converting into 
library quarters. More than a year 
was spent in spade work, with the 
administration, specialists, and the 
librarian working together. 

The new library is centrally lo- 
cated on the first floor, a southern 
exposure, adequate in size to seat 
fifty, and extra shelving for book 
collection growth. The color 
scheme is two shades of green, 
highlighted with a true red; red 


tapes on green venetian blinds; a 
red face on the clock above the 
mantle; two red leather back arm- 
chairs in front of the fireplace; 
concentric ring lights; green and 
white asphalt block tile floor cover- 
ing. The library furniture and the 
shelves (with sprayed backs to 
match the green walls) are Library 
Bureau, Remington Rand. Of 
special interest is the “New Trend” 
charging desk with its sagebrush 
green top, which not only adds to 
the decor of the room, but is very 
functional in size and service. The 
secretarial desk, chair, typewriter 
table, and pamphlet file are green 
metal which blend nicely with the 
birch furniture and color scheme. 
Lighted peg board display cases 
and celotex bulletin boards outside 
the entrance and exit doors are 
ideal for exhibits. 

Since it is a converted situation, 
there were headaches to be sure, 
says Aileen Lucas, the librarian. 
The cloak room which was made 
into workroom and storage space 
could have been twice the size that 
it is, but it does have sink, running 
water, good lighting and electrical 
outlets. On the whole Miss Lucas 
is delighted with the new informa- 
tion center. So are the parents, fa- 
culty, and students. 





According to Mr. Haskell F. 
Paulding, Superintendent of 
Schools, the Minerva High School 
has recently completed an addition 
to the present high school building 
in which provisions were made for 
a 74 x 34 foot library room. In ord- 
er to make the library functional 
without tremendous cost to the 
board of education, it was agreed 
that the community library would 
move their facilities and equipment 
into the area provided by the local 
board. In this planning of the new 
addition, provisions were made 
whereby the new library room 
would be made available to the 
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adult population and student body 
at both the elementary and high 
school levels. The library has been 
functioning in this capacity for 
several weeks and has proved far 
superior to the former set-up. The 
thousands of books are readily 
available to the student body and 
are contributing materially toward 
broadening the educational oppor- 
tunities of the youth. Mr. Paulding 
reports that they are extremely 
pleased with this new arrangement 
made possible through the combin- 
ed efforts of the Board of Educa- 
tion and the Minerva Library 
Board. 


The students, faculty and admin- 
istration of Boardman High School 
located in Mahoning County are 
very proud to announce the open- 
ing of their new library. Havi 
dimensions measuring 78’ x 22’, the 
main section of the library provides 
very adequately for book shelving 
and reading facilities. The shelves, 
having a capacity of approximately 
10,000 volumes, and a built-in mag- 
azine rack are located on either 
side of the room running length- 
wise as well as at the north end 
where there is a section containing 
5 stacks. With this arrangement 
the books can be attractively dis- 
played as well as conveniently 
placed. The students are encour- 
aged to select books directly from 
the shelves. 

Every effort was made to pro- 
vide an ideal atmosphere for a lib- 
rary and furnish comfort for its 
occupants. Soundproofing ma- 
terials were used, including steel 
sash windows with thermopane 
glass, asphalt tile flooring and ac- 
oustical tile ceiling throughout. In 
addition, the room is completely 
air - conditioned maintaining 6 
changes of air per hour. The light- 
ing totaling 500 watts is indirect 
incandescent providing 30 foot 
candles on the reading surfaces. 





The attractiveness of the library 
is greatly enhanced by the beauty 
of its furnishings. All the furnish- 
ings are constructed of maple fin- 
ished in a special gray tone includ- 
ing the shelves, reading tables and 
chairs, filing cabinets, charging 
desk, dictionary and atlas stands, 
and librarian’s desk. Another un- 
usual feature is the aluminum 
frame and opaque corrugated glass 
screen which forms a background 
for the charging desk. Draw dra: 
eries are being purchased to add 
to the beauty of the room as well 
as to control the glare of the sun. 

A library is not complete with- 
out adequate space for mending 
books and storing supplies. The 
workroom in this library is located 
at the south end of the room. It 
connects with the main room and 3 
glass panes provide a view of the 
entire library. Cabinets surround 
the room on 3 sides and are con- 
structed of maple to match the 
other furnishings. The top of the 
cabinets are covered with formica. 
There are cupboards above the 
counter on one wall and a utility 
sink is provided. This room is well 
equipped to meet our every need. 

Boardman High School would be 
very happy to have you visit its 
new library. 





The Perkins School, Vermilion, 
has been carrying out an exten- 
sive building program, and for the 
first time there are provisions for 
a library. Until the entire building 
is completed the library rooms are 
being used for classes, but when 
construction is finished (possibly 
in March) the library suite will 
consist of a reading room, an 
audio-visual room, a work room, li- 
brarian’s office, two small listen- 
ing rooms, and a viewing room 
for individual use. The wall be- 
tween the library and the adjacent 
classroom is temporary and will be 
eliminated as the present library 
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becomes too small. All the rooms 
are attractively decorated. Green 
is the color scheme in the reading 


room while gray and deep pink are. 


used in the audio-visual room. Both 
rooms have traverse draperies and 
the A-V room can be darkened 
completely. All rooms have rubber 
tile floors. The librarian’s office is 
equipped with curly maple furni- 
ture and has venetian blinds for 
light control. Other furniture has 
not yet been installed. Adequate 
storage space and cupboards have 
been provided. Mrs. Jones, the li- 
brarian, reports that over 1100 new 
books were purchased through De- 
cember and with books which had 
previously been scattered through- 
out the building, she now has a 
stock of nearly 2500 books. With 
collections borrowed from the San- 
dusky Public Library, she now has 
a library which many schools that 
size would envy! Students from 
from grades 3 to 8 are now borrow- 
ing books directly from the library, 
and classroom collections are sent 
to all grades, kindergarten through 
eighth. 


A new Senior High School, to be 
known as Plain Central High 
School, in Plain Local School Dis- 
trict in Stark County will open in 
September, 1957 with an enroll- 
ment of over 1000 in Grades 10 
through 12. 

The library equipment will cost 
approximately $7000. An appro- 
priation for reference materials up- 
wards to $4000 has been consider- 
ed. Applications for librarians will 
continue to be taken for the next 
several weeks in the office of Dr. 
R. G. Drage, Superintendent, 3900 
Frazer N.W., Canton 9, Ohio. 

There is an opening for a Junior 
High School Librarian. The begin- 
ning salary is $4,160 and up, de- 
pending upon qualifications. Write 
Librarian, Cleveland Hgts. Public 
Library or call - YE 2-2560. 


Who Goes There? 
MISS ELIZABETH PASSMORE 
has assumed duties in the New 
Philadelphia High School Library 
replacing Mrs. Almeda Olmstead. 


MISS VELMA LONG is the 
teacher-librarian at the Ada High 
School, Ada, Ohio, Hardin County. 
She came to Ohio from Indiana 
in 1955 to teach Latin and have 
charge of the high-school library. 


JAMES L. DAMAS who left the 
librarian position at Macomber 
Vocational High School to teach 
English and Radio at Toledo Waite 
has been reappointed librarian at 
Macomber in Toledo. 


MRS. MARIAN NICKOLS has 
replaced Mrs. Virga Jones as lib- 
rarian at Berlin Heights High 
School. Mrs. Jones has gone to 
Perkins Township school as librar- 
ian. 











Each semester twelve to fifteen 
Ohio student teachers, are assigned 
to the Athens High School and 
spend an hour a day for eight 
weeks in the high school library. 
It would be well if all prospective 
teachers in the state could so ac- 
quaint themselves with library pro- 
cedures and become familiar with 
the high school library program. 


We Have 


An Important Role! 

Librarians are urged to partici- 
pate in the Centennial Celebration 
of the National Education Asso- 
ciation during 1957 which has for 
its theme: “An Educated People 
Moves Freedom Forward.” 

The April issue of the ALA 
Bulletin is a special issue develop- 
ed by the Committee to salute the 
NEA. Many important writers will 
discuss the further development of 
education on the relation of librar- 
ies to other educational agencies. 
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“The More We 
Get Together...” 


A joint meeting, the second this 
year, of School Librarians of 
Greater Cincinnati and Young Peo- 
ples’ Librarians of the Public Lib- 
rary of Cincinnati and Hamilton 
County, was held the afternoon of 
January 23 at the Public Library. 

Two book reviews were present- 
ed: J. Darlington’s “My Antarctic 
Honeymoon” by Mrs. Mary Hunter, 
librarian at Taylor High School 
and T. G. Belden’s “So Fell the 
Angels” by Kenneth Tewell of the 
History and Literature Depart- 
ment of the Public Library; both 
reviews were extremely interesting 
and skillfully presented. 

Constance Logue, of Western 
Hills High School, lead a discussion 
on “books with a religious back- 
ground for teen-agers”. A recent 
requirement in supplementary 
reading initiated a new need in the 
outside reading collection. 

Following the book discussion, 
Hortense Hardy, Branch Librarian 
at College Library, demonstrated 
how to use plastic book jackets 
and explained the advantages of 
using them. 

Much value has been realized 
from these joint meetings where 
librarians can exchange ideas for 
mutual benefit. 





The Librarians of the Erie Coun- 
ty Schools met for a dinner meet- 
ing in Vermilion on November 27 
to discuss mutual problems. Five 
schools were represented. Berlin 
Heights, Margaretta, Huron, Per- 
kins, and Vermilion. The librarians 
were so pleased with their discus- 
sion that they plan to continue 
these meetings. The next one will 
be on February 20 in Huron. The 
first meeting was a general discus- 
sion, but the future ones will each 


deal with a specific problem. 





We have heard rumors that in 
the near future there will be an- 
other association of school librar- 
ians in the Toledo area to aid in 
problem solving, for book discus- 
sions, etc. The group will have as 
co-chairmen, Toledo’s Elizabeth 
Louise Brown of Whitmer High 
School and Leah Schueren of De- 
Vilbiss High School. 





Stark County High School Li- 
brarians continue to be quite active 
in their informal organization of 
Stark County Librarians. Their 
December meeting was held in Al- 
liance with Mr. John B. Nicholson, 
Librarian at Kent State, speaking 
to the group. The January meeting 
in Massillon will have present to 
speak a member of the Ohio Read- 
ing Circle Seal Committee. The 
February meeting is to be a buffet 
supper meeting at Timken Roller 
Bearing Plant library. 





The Portage County Librarians 
held a meeting at Garrettsville in 
January and spent a most enjoy- 
able hour talking “library adminis- 
tration” of their high schools. 


A visit in March to the beautiful 
new Austintown Fitch High School 
Library is in store for the Trum- 
bull School Librarians Association 
which holds bi-monthly meetings 
under the active leadership of 
Ruth L. Watkins of Warren Hard- 
ing. The librarian at Fitch, Mrs. 
Ada Prosser, is the hostess for this 
date. 

The first event of the 1956-57 
school year was a covered dish 
dinner which was held at the home 
of Miss Beatrice Millard of Niles 
High School and which proved 
that school librarians also have 
culinary ability. Beautiful fall ar- 
rangements decorated the table, 
and Miss Millard’s attractive home 
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provided the social setting where 
acquaintances were renewed and 
summer experiences exchanged. 

In November, following a dinner 
at a local restaurant, the group 
convened at the high school library 
in Girard. Reports of the Dayton 
convention were given by Mrs. 
Lulu Teeter, Mrs. Frances Malara, 
and Mildred Grossman. 

A dinner meeting was held in 
January after which the group 
was invited to join the Trumbull 
Education Association’s session 
which featured Robert Manchester, 
president of the Ohio State Boar 
of Education. . 


—" 
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Round About The State 


Zanesville Senior High School of 
which Helen Fox is librarian has 
a very worthwhile organization in 
the form of a permanent Library 
Board, composed of about ten fac- 
ulty members representing various 
departments. Each year this group 
meets to study some policy or 
problem connected with the libra- 
ry. This year the group is interest- 
ed in improving student citizenship 
in the library, cooperating with 
student council, and working to- 
ward developing the classroom lib- 
rary program. 


For American Education Week 
the student librarians at T. Roose- 
velt Junior High School, Zanesville, 
Ohio, sponsored an assembly in 
which they presented a play en- 
titled “What, No Venison?” by 
Mildred Hark and Noel McQueen. 
The film Know Your Library was 
also shown. 


Last year the Fairfield County 
Schools initiated a Career Day for 


seniors. This year such a day has 
been planned to include juniors as 
well. A number of weeks before- 
hand pupils are given questionnair- 
es in eighteen different fields or 











areas and asked to check their pre- 
ferences. It is possible for each 
pupil to attend six counselling 
groups during the day. Experts in 
their fields act as counselors. 

The Liberty Union High School 
Library has done all possible to 
provide materials on vocations and 
infermation about colleges and 
schools of all kinds. Pupils and 
even parents have found these 
materials very useful. This school 
will be one of two centers for the 
Career Day program with the lib- 
rary being used by one of the 
groups. 

The pupils of Liberty Union 
High School are enjoying their sec- 
ond year in the new library. 





The Donnell Junior High School, 
Findlay, of which Elnora Portteus 
is librarian, presented a book 
mending demonstrated for the lib- 
raries of the city and Hancock 
County, as well as adjoining cities. 
Both Fostoria High and Fremont 
Ross were represented. Seventy- 
two librarians and student assis- 
tants were present and enjoyed 
cokes before the meeting. Mr. 
Milton Park from Gaylord Broth- 
ers presented the demonstration 
and answered many questions fol- 
lowing the meeting. 





Mrs. Dorothy Bennett, is busy 
organizing and cataloging the lib- 
rary of Benjamin Franklin Junior 
High School, Newark. In order to 
create more interest in the new lib- 
rary, a Book Fair was held with the 
books being supplied by Library 
Book Service, Columbus. 

Plans are underway to organize 
the school librarians into a group 
for study and consideration of 
problems common to all libraries. 
A luncheon meeting will get the 
idea off to a good start. 





A book festival in November as- 
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sisted the TRI-HI-Y of Nelsonville 
“add 1000 volumes to their high- 

*school library. Of these books ap- 
“proximately sixty-five percent are 
best current fiction. The library 
staff also looks forward to buying 
new encyclopedias. Mrs. Harper C. 
Pendry and her library club are 
working overtime to get their near- 
ly 5000 volumes processed and cir- 
culating. 





Wittenberg College is currently 
offering evening courses in Library 
‘Science which, if followed, will en- 
able one to secure credit sufficient 
for satisfying NORTH CENTRAL 
requirements for school librarians. 

Mrs. Marie Stowe Swope, libra- 
ian of Springfield High School, 
taught the course “Organization 
and Administration of School Lib- 
raries” during the first semester. 





At the Plains Elementary and 
High School, teachers and students 
welcome visits of the Athens Coun- 
ty Library bookmobile to supple- 
ment their library offerings. These 
schools keep on hand an average 
of 600 county library books. They 
look forward to the “story telling 
hours” held in the separate grade 
rooms by the county librarian. 





In its efforts to serve the stu- 
dents in the Athens city and com- 
munity schools, the Athens branch 
of the county library is using two 
high-school student assistants in 
the after-school hours and are co- 
operating with the school library in 
providing needed materials. 


MISS ANNIE CHADWICK, lib- 
rarian of the Vermilion Public 
Schools, used “A Book in Every 
Christmas Stocking” as the theme 
for a talk at the December PTA 
meeting. She gave short reviews of 
books suitable as gifts for all ages. 


A display of children’s books ac- 
companied the talk. 


Faculty Receives 
Library News Letter 


..From Jane Bowditch, librarian 
of the Euclid Senior High School, 
we have received the following 
note: “With a faculty of eighty- 
seven at Euclid Senior High 
School, it is impossible to keep 
track of the special interests of 
each teacher. We think we have 
found a successful way to reach 
our faculty — the publication of a 
monthly newsletter, The Upper 
Story. We keep it light and read- 
able — no “ivory tower” approach! 

The Upper Story spotlights new 
and important books in each field 
of study, “blurbs” best sellers, ma- 
gazine articles and pamphlets of 
special interest to all, announces 
library services and changes in 
procedure. 

This is our 8th year of publica- 
tion — and from the amount of 
circulation created by our one- 
sheet of dittoed book notes, we 
hope to continue for eight more 
years! Enclosed you will find sev- 
eral copies of our Upper Story 
which might be of interest to other 
school librarians who want to es- 
tablish contact with faculty mem- 
bers.” 

The Editors were delighted to 
see copies of this interesting libra- 
ry news letter. It is attractively 
dittoed with different colors of 
ink on various shades of paper, 
with occasional drawing, banners 
or seasonal designs. We find quo- 
tations, mention of events that tie 
in with books or magazine articles, 
a one-minute quiz on “how many 
of the year’s best books have you 
read?”, and many clever introduc- 
tions for the timely bits of infor- 
mation. It is an excellent publicity 
scheme to create faculty interest 
in the school library. 

We thank Jean Bowditch for 


allowing us to share this clever 
idea. 
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Whitmer Book Fair 


Have you tried a Book Fair to 
stimulate an interest in books and 
reading in your community? Cer- 
tainly it is work and time-con- 
suming and your library runs al- 
most in spite of you, but it is a 
thrilling and exciting adventure. 
Biennially, the Whitmer Library 
Council with the aid and coopera- 
tion of administrators, faculty, 
students, and community organi- 
zations sponsor this fair. Books 
are furnished by the Toledo News 
Company and a percentage of the 
sales is given to the Library Coun- 
cil. 

The circus theme this year was 
aimed at the younger children in 
our township. A large faculty com- 
mittee including teachers from all 
grades, first through twelfth, map- 
ped out contests, with the first 
graders drawing circus pictures. 
Second graders wrote a few sen- 
tences on “animals”, while third 
graders discussed favorite animal 
stories. The actual essay contest 
included grades four through twel- 
ve with a special topic for adults. 

Because Whitmer is a_ school 
contract branch of the Lucas Coun- 
ty Library, we were able to draw 
on county resources for art work, 
displays and decorations, and for 
assorted book lists and book 
marks. 

Our feminine school board mem- 
ber was co-chairman in charge of 
community relations and dida 
splendid job securing money for 
prizes from the elementary schools 
Mothers’ Clubs. She also scheduled 
mothers throughout the fair to 
serve as hostesses and lady detec- 
tives. Several of the mothers serv- 
ed for the second time and enjoyed 
their work more than ever. 

One of the energetic and able 
young ministers in the community 
sent letters about the need for en- 
couraging good reading as a 


Christian objective and enclosed 
lists of available religious books. 
At least thirty letters were mailed 
with the plea that the ministers 
post the information and discuss 
the community affair among their 
members. 

The black and orange wooden 
bookworms awarded to the pri- 
mary classrooms caused as much 
pleasure as the certificates award- 
ed to the older children - $2.00 cer- 
tificates for grades four through 
nine and $3.00 certificates for high 
school and adult winners. The cer- 
tificates were applied on the price 
of a book of the winner’s choice. 
And such a decision! One little girl 
came back four times before her 
final choice. 

Nearly 1,000 visitors browsed 
over the three-day fair and includ- 
ed all of the Whitmer English 
classes, two second grades, one 
third grade, and carloads of other 
children transported by principals, 
teachers, and parents. 

What kind of books were on 
sale? And who selected them? The 
Whitmer librarian, with the won- 
derful assistance of Mr. McCully of 
the Toledo News and the student 
co-chairman, chose the adult and 
teen-age titles, while the Children’s 
Department of the Lucas County 
Library picked out the juveniles 
including the old favorites, classics, 
presently-popular (and _ worth- 
while) books. 

Probably the “best best-seller” 
at the fair among all age levels was 
“Dennis!” “Angel Unaware” was 
next and then “Gone with the 
Wind.” Other representative titles 
included “The World About Us,” 
“The Betty Crocker Cookbook,” 
“Heidi,” “Billy Graham,” “Angus 
and the Ducks,” and the “Holy 
Bible.” 

And what a finale when one 
teacher remarked that the biennial 
Book Fair did more than any other 
school project to build up good 
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public relations! That, of course, is 
a by-product but an important one. 
Our aim is primarily to instill a 
love and appreciation of books and 
reading in our community. The 
‘profits are secondary and are used 
to purchase expensive or unusual 
books which would not fit into our 
regular budget. 
Elizabeth Louise Brown, 
Whitmer Branch Librarian, 
Washington Township, 
Lucas County 





Virgilia Peterson Offers 
Challenging Program 
Miss Virgilia Peterson, author, 

lecturer, TV panelist and modera- 

tor, presented the Shaker Teach- 

ers Association’s December 4 

meeting with a challenging and 

highly erudite survey of 7 books of 
recent publication. The books dis- 
cussed were Colin Wilson’s The 

Outsider, Francoise Sagan’s A Cer- 

tain Smile, Simone de Beauvoir’s 

The Mandarins’, Robert Penn War- 

ren’s Segregation, Lucy Daniel’s 

Caleb, My Son, Kathryn Hulme’s 

The Nun’s Story, and a collection 

of poems by Anne Morrow Lind- 

burgh entitled The Unicorn. 

Speaking on the subject “Does 
Literature Reflect the World we 
Live In?” Miss Peterson told her 
audience in the Mercer School Aud- 
itorium that today we live in an 
age that is unique not because it 
is a period of anxiety but rather 
because it is a time when thinking 

ple are uneasy about that feel- 
ing of anxiety. It is a time, she 
said, when as never before authors 
are asking themselves the “pri- 

mordial” questions: What am I? 

Who am I? To what should I com- 

mit myself? How do I face my time 

to die? 

The speaker began her discus- 
sion of current literature with a 
review of The Outsider, the author 
of which she said was a man filled 


with a deep-seated religious ques- 
tioning, a man who had refused to 
accept established answers. The 
young British novelist Colin Wil- 
son, she said, possessed an intellec- 
tual arrogance in his attack on bur- 
geois values, in his sneering con- 
tempt for the “vast inarticulate 
masses” lack of questioning that 
would irritate many Americans 
who have succumbed to a “Norman 
Vincent Peale brand of religious 
complacency.” Miss Peterson took 
issue with Wilson’s statement that 
women by their very nature could 
never be outsiders. The speaker 
then devoted the rest of her time 
to the remaining six books, five of 
which were written by women who 
were “outsiders” because of their 
rejection of the established order 
of things, . . because all of them 
possessed a high “pitch of inten- 
sity.” 

Miss Peterson, a literary com- 
mentator, has been moderator of 
the television program “The Auth- 
or Meet the Critics” and the radio 
program “Books in Profile.” 

Her intimate knowledge of two 
ways of life . . . pre-war feudal 
Europe and her native United 
States ... gives her the back- 
ground to analyze modern life as 
it is reflected in contemporary lit- 
erature. 

Miss Peterson, who is a graduate 
of Vassar College and the Univer- 
sity of Grenoble in France, was 
married to a Polish prince and liv- 
ed on a vast, feudal estate in Po- 
land until her flight in 1939 before 
the Nazi invaders. From these ex- 
periences she wrote “Polish Pro- 
files.” 

Her book reviews appear regu- 
larly in the New York Herald Tri- 
bune and she has served as Assis- 
tant Director of Special Events for 
Radio Free Europe. 

It would be something of an un- 
derstatement to say that the 
speaker possessed an impressive 
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command of the English language. 
Miss Peterson provided such a 
fluent outpouring of ideas that 
anyone of a literary turn of mind 
at least could not help wanting to 
read the books of which she spoke. 
It was certainly one of the most in- 
tellectually stimulating in-service 
meetings of recent years, and Miss 
Mildred Krohn, Director of School 
Libraries, Shaker Heights, and 
members of the Education Com- 
mittee should be congratulated for 
their choice of program. 





Book Selection 


At Rogers High School 


Selecting books for a new libra- 
ry is an exciting and challenging 
venture for a_ school librarian. 
There are many things to be con- 
sidered, and among the foremost 
are the students who will use the 
collection. It therefore follows that 
their wishes should be honored 
whenever possible. Personal con- 
tact with the students by visiting 
classes and talking with them 
about their interests and favorite 
topics is the most effective method 
of getting their viewpoints. The 
next step is very important, in 
that all student ideas should be 
recorded and the name of the stu- 
dent should be placed opposite the 
subject. When the books arrive the 
student should be gotten in contact 
with immediately and allowed to 
take the book with him to read 
and comment upon. 

The results are amazing, because 
interested students will go out of 
their way to acquire book lists and 
other materials which relate to 
their interests. At times it almost 
becomes exasperating because of 
their persistence in asking, “When 
will you get that book I wanted?” 

Another angle to be considered 
is the development of book review- 
ers by the senior English classes. 


English teachers will become life- 
long friends of the librarian be- 
cause it helps to eliminate the ne- 
mesis of the English class, “The 
Book Report.” 

Let the students in on the fact 
that they will be advance reviewers 
of all books that come into the li- 
brary. Their judgments in select- 
ing books will usually be as valid 
as those of the librarian, and a 
typewritten review with their sig- 
nature attached may be placed in 
the book so that other students 
will know that book was chosen by 
a fellow student. No grade is given 
for reviewing books, so it results 
in students reading many more 
+ than they would otherwise 

oO. 

As a result of this experiment it 
has been noted that many students 
read as many as two or three books 
in a very short period of time; 
their reviews are generally excel- 
lent pieces of literary judgment, 
and reading horizons go beyond the 
teen-age novel into the mature 
books, both fictional and non-fic- 
tional. 

Russel J. West, Librarian 
Rogers High School 
Washington Township, Toledo 
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New Northwestern 
Representative 


Because of the election of El- 
nora Portteus to the vice-presi- 
dency of our association, it was 
necessary for her to resign as rep- 
resentative from the northwestern 
district. 

According to our constitution, 
whenever such a vacancy occurs 
the same shall be filled by the 
Executive Board. Therefore, the 
northwestern district is now rep- 
resented by Winifred Turner, Li- 
brarian, Ross High School, Fre- 
mont. 
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Dates To Remember 

April 27, 1957: Ohio Student Li- 
brarians Association meeting at 
Western Reserve University, Cleve- 
land. Registration should be in by 
April 10. For further information, 
contact Miss Hannah Hunt, School 
of Library Science, 11160 East 
Blvd., Cleveland. 

June 23 - 29, 1957: A. L. A. Con- 
ference, Kansas City, Missouri. 

October 10 - 12, 1957: Ohio Li- 
brary Association, Hotel Cleve- 
land, Cleveland. 

October 25 - 26, 1957: O. A. S. L. 
Conference, Lincoln Lodge, Colum- 
bus. 





A. L. A. 


Midwinter Conference 

(Continued from page one) 
that the librarians are not in favor 
of it because of inadequate help. 
The group also voted to cooper- 
ate with the ALA committee which 
is doing research and gathering in- 
formation on the problem of cen- 
tral cataloging. 

The AASL membership chair- 
man reported 3736 division mem- 
bers through November, 1956. 
Ohio was listed as having 150. 

AYPL released its annual list, 
Interesting Adult Books Of 1956 
For Young People. Also on display 
was the new revisied edition of 
Basic Book Collection For Junior 
High Schools which is now avail- 
able at ALA headquarters for 
$2.00. 

OASL members at Midwinter in- 
cluded: John Goudeau, Kent; Car- 
oline Holmes, Columbus; Hannah 
Hunt and Mildred Krohn, Cleve- 
land; Margaret Rehring, Cincin- 
nati. 

Caroline Holmes has been nom- 


inated for secretary on this year’s | 


AASL ballot. 
Mildred L. Krohn, 
Supervisor of School Libraries, 
Shaker Heights 


Bulletin Reporters 


The following members have 
very kindly agreed to serve as your 
O.A.S.L. reporters for two years. 
They will “keep their ears to the 
ground” for the least “rumbling” 
of news, but they will need YOUR 
cooperation. 

Allen and Hardin Counties 

Jump, Leta S. (Miss) 

Ohio Northern University, Ada 
Athens County 

Hand, Irene (Miss) 

Athens Senior High School, 

Athens 
Clark County 

Swope, Marie Stowe (Mrs.) 

Senior High School, Springfield 
Columbiana County 

Hein, Helen R. (Mrs.) 

Leetonia High School, Leetonia 
Cuyahoga County 

Leffler, Laurel (Mrs.) 

Boulevard Elementary School, 

Shaker Heights 
Erie County 

Chadwick, Annie (Miss) 

Vermilion Public Schools, 

Vermilion 
Fairfield County 

Craig, Lois (Mrs.) 

Liberty Union High School, 

Baltimore 
Fayette County 

Scott, Kathleen (Mrs.) 

Washington Court House H.S., 

Washington Court House 
Hancock County 

Harpst, Elizabeth (Miss) 

Glenwood Junior High School, 

Findlay 
Hamilton County 

Dye, Frances W. (Mrs.) 

Lockland Public School, 

Cincinnati 
Huron County 

Schantz, Louisa Stone (Mrs.) 

New Haven Local School, 

New Haven 
Jackson County 

McCoy, Faye (Miss) 

Jackson High School, Jackson 
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Licking County 
Dorn, Helen P. (Miss) 
Newark Senior High School, 
Newark 
Lorain County 
Swisher, Dee (Miss) 
Avon Lake High School, 
Avon Lake 
Lucan County 
Schueren, Leah (Miss) 
DeVilbiss High School, Toledo 
Mahoning County 
Christian, Lucille B. (Mrs.) 
Poland Seminary High School, 
Poland 
Medina County 
Brunskill, Mary Lou (Miss) 
Bruswick High School, Bruswick 
Montgomery County 
Burkett, Ruth (Mrs.) 
Stivers High School, 1401 Lee, 
Dayton 
Muskingum County 
Fox, Helen A. (Miss) 
Zanesville Senior High School 
Zanesville 
Portage County 
Hurlbert, Helen P. (Mrs.) 
Ravenna High School, Ravenna 
Richland County 
Culbertson, Ruth (Miss) 
Mansfield Senior High, 
Mansfield 
Sandusky County 
Turner, Winifred (Mrs.) 
Ross High School, Fremont 
Seneca County 
Bixel, Madeline (Miss) 
Fostoria High School, Fostoria 
Seneca County 
DeMott, Rosemond (Mrs.) 
Attica Local School, Attica 
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Stark County 

Rodgers, Margaret (Miss) 

Middlebranch High School, 

Canton 
Summit County 

Sexauer, Kathryn (Miss) 

Buchtel High School, Akron 20 
Trumbull County 

Malara, Frances (Mrs.) 

Girard High School, Girard 
Tuscarawas County 

Futhey, Catherine (Miss) 

Dover High School, Dover 
Wyandotte County 

Tuttle, Mary (Miss) 

Sycamore High School, 

Sycamore 

If your county is not represent- 
ed, it may be due to the fact that 
there has been no response to the 
contact, or no one has volunteered. 
Remember, the editors can not cre- 
ate news - it must come from the 
Association members. 

Credit for the excellent material 
in this bulletin should go to the 
above listed reporters and to those 
members who have _ contributed 
materials to these reporters for 
publication. 


North 
East 
West 
South 


Are We Getting Through To You? 

The signals are a bit weak from 
some localities! Won’t you add 
your county to the ones heard 
from? 
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